Autumn 2026

THE

GRIFFIN

Issue 1

Welcome

| would like to extend a very
warm welcome to all of our
¥ parents and carers to the first
of our newsletters this year.
Moving forward, The Griffin
will be a great overview of
life at our school, as it usually
is.  This first publication,
though, has lots of reminders
and information that we
think will be useful now that

term is well underway.

We have got off to a fantastic start. | sometimes
wish | had a film crew with me as | walk around les-
sons. | think parents would be fascinated and im-
pressed to see the warmth in our classrooms: great
relationships, built over time; skilled teachers careful-
ly leading children through their learning; amazing
support staff ensuring that students can thrive in
school; and, importantly, hundreds of lovely, en-
gaged, hardworking, friendly students. It has been
wonderful to watch our older students embrace their
role as ‘big brothers’ and ‘big sisters’ to the new Year
7 — showing them the way to lessons, helping them
at social times and generally looking out for them.

This week our Feedback Friday question was, “my
child has had a good week at school”. Every week we
get hundreds of answers to our Feedback Friday
guestion and we got off to a good start last
week. Almost all parents answered positively — re-
flecting what a great experience students have had
so far. Feedback Friday is a very important habit for
us and we act on the responses we get. For example
two parents answered ‘disagree’ and that allowed us
to get to the bottom of what we needed to do to sup-
port further. | would ask all parents and carers to
look out for our Feedback Friday question each week.

It helps us enormously to help our children
more. This week’s question will be the same as last —
so that we are forensic about making sure every child
has had a good start to the year. After that we will
have a question each week and periodically we pub-
lish the results.

‘Together we achieve success’ is our motto. It takes
parents, students and school to all be pulling in the
same direction to create the conditions for success
for our children. Please let us know if there are things
we need to know or things we could do to support
your child more. We are very excited about the year
to come and to taking your children on the next leg
of their school journey.

Dawn Parkinson
Headteacher

Together We Achieve Success
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Our Vision and Values

As we start the new academic year, it is great to

have a refresher about our visions and values.

“Together We Achieve Success” is our motto.

We believe that an effective partnership be-

tween students, parents and the school leads to

success for all. We have three clear values
which drive everything we do:

« Ambition and Success: All students share our
ambition and aspiration for them and they are
enthusiastic, curious learners.

« Best Self: All students feel they belong, as pos-
itive members of our community. They are car-
ing, thoughtful, empathetic, kind, and they
take responsibility for themselves and others.

e Positive Future Selves: All students under-
stand that they are responsible for their own
destiny. They develop and display independ-
ence, resilience leadership, positive attitude
and self-management skills that allow them to
thrive as engaged citizens.

Our BLS Values:

BE OUR BEST SELF

LU <

TOGETHER WE ACHIEVE SUCCESS CUSTODIANS OF THE FUTURE

Uniformd

Uniformd allows you to buy pre loved BLS uni-
form at a lower cost, as well as to donate unwant-
ed uniform to the school for us to recycle for oth-
er students. We will be adding more stock in the
coming weeks to our website:
https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/beaumont-leys
-school
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If you would like more information or wish to do-
nate some unwanted uniform to the school,
please email:
uniformd@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

PE Kit and Uniform

Remember to write your child’s name on their PE
kit and uniform. This will help us return any mis-
placed kit.

Contact Details

Remember to inform the school promptly if any
of your contact information changes, including
your home address and phone number. If you
need to update any details on our system, please
send an email to:
office@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk.

Year 7 students who have not completed the Sur-
veyMonkey questionnaire have now been given
an admissions form. Please complete and return
this to Student Reception as soon as possible to
ensure we have up-to-date emergency contact
information.

Satchel One

satchel:on

#SatchelOne

All Year 7 parents have received a letter this week
regarding Satchel One logins. Further guidance on
how to log into Satchel will be provided at the
Year 7 Information Evening, and over the next
two weeks, Year 7 students will be shown how to
log in and access their homework. As a result, no
homework detentions will be issued to Year 7 stu-
dents until Monday 28th September.

Be Your Best Self


https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/beaumont-leys-school
https://app.uniformd.co.uk/items/beaumont-leys-school
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BLS Extra Timetable

BLS Extra
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Fitness Suite Fitness Suite Fitness Suite Fitness Suite
Before Year 9,10,11 Year 9,10,11 No Club Year 9,10,11 Year 9,10,11
School 8:00am - 8.30am 8:00am - 8:30am 8:00am - 8:30am 8:00am — 8:30am
PE kit
optional
Week A Week A & B
Week A & B Futsal Week A & B Girls Gym Week A & B
Badminton Year 8,10 Basketball Handball Multi sports
Lunch Year 8,10 1.05pm - 1.40pm Year 8,10 Year7,9,11 Year 7,9,11
PE kit 1.05am - 1.40 pm Week B 1.05am - 1.40pm Week A & B 11.50am — 12.25pm
optional| Year 7,9,11 RRR/Graphic Novel
11.50am- 12.25pm Library
Badminton F°°tba:|1':oy; ;:Ind GiflSH| commando Joe Football Multi Sports
e Reading Journal club Cricket indoor/outdoor
; Netball Lib % X Rugby
After Table Tennis ibrary Fitness suite i
Board Game Club S37 Fitness suite Girls that can -
School Homework Club - G4B D Studi
Homework Club - G4B Homework Club - G4B Drama room Embroidery Club - G46 ance s>tudio
3-4pm KS4 Art club - G48 Basketball Bk alioned Homework Club - G48
- | —— Cooking club- G37 Homework Club - G4 . &
n

Filtering and Monitoring

BLS students have access to a range of devices every day on which they can use a web browser and various ap-
plications. Devices include desktop computers, laptops and tablets. To ensure that students are accessing safe
and appropriate content, we use software called Smoothwall which filters and monitors content. The system
will allow or deny access to online content as well as monitoring students’ use of devices and it sends alerts of
any concerning material that has been accessed or searched. Please read the attached filtering and monitoring

information sheet about Smoothwall.’

Filtering and Monitoring

What is it?
—This is a systemto allow or deny access to websites and Lwww]
online content. This ensures students only have access to N/ Internet with Firewall

appropriate material and that harmful content is blocked.

— This is a system for identifying and alerting when
students have accessed/searched or typed something of concern.

ﬁ Beaumont Leys School

}
/Qﬁ \I;iltering by Smoothwall
: 2
i -

Staff Filter Policy Student Filter Policy

Why is it important?
and are an important part of safeguarding
students from harmful and inappropriate online content.

An example of this could be age restricted websites or systems

that could result in cyberbullying.

Where can you find more online safety information?

You can find more information about online safety on our school
website at: https://www.beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk/Parents/E-Safety-Advice/

School devices with

=0 El
"

appropriate filtering and
monitoring applied

Get out of your Comfort Zone
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Accelerated Reader

The Accelerated Reader programme will start
next week for all of our Year 7s. We use the Ac-
celerated Reader (AR) programme to monitor our
students reading. Students will do a STAR Read-
ing multiple-choice test three times a year. These
tests will give us an approximate reading age for
each students and what AR reading level is most
appropriate to them to make the most progress
and improve their reading. To help students find
books at their level within our library, all AR
books are marked with a coloured dot on the
spine to show what level they are. Once they
have finished an AR book, they need to log into
their AR account and take a quiz about the book.
All the information from quizzes is collected and
monitored to see that students’ engagement
with the reading. The programme includes a
range of prizes and competitions including the
students favourite ‘Word Millionaire’” which has
seen students in the past win a trip to Water-
stones and Costa.

Accelerated
Reader

Sora App - Digital Reading

Our school offers an online reading platform
called Sora which grants all students access to
over 3,000 eBooks. Students simply use their
school email and password to log in, making it a
convenient resource that can be accessed and

Library

downloaded on smartphones, laptops and tab-
lets, allowing reading to be done from anywhere!
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45’ Sora

ép/en a world of reading.

Student Librarians

We are proud to introduce our team of Student
Librarians for this academic year! Our Student
Librarians play an important role in the day-to-
day running of the school library. You’ll see them
helping to return and shelve books, support stu-
dents with finding their next read, assist with Ac-
celerated Reader quizzes and help keep the li-
brary organised and welcoming for everyone.

STUDENT LIBRARIANS a
YEAR8 YEAR9 YEAR10

BookBuzz

Over the next few weeks, Year 7 will be intro-
duced to Accelerated Reader and their new li-
brary lessons, as well as everything our library
has to offer.

They’ll also take part in BookBuzz, where every
Year 7 student will choose from 16 fantastic titles
and receive a brand-new book to keep, com-

BookTrust
Bookbuzz

Get out of your Comfort Zone
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Book Recommendations
Our library has a fantastic selection of books for
all ages, covering a wide range of genres. Take a
look at some our recommendations below, then
pop into the library to borrow one!

KS3: Always Angel - Kimberly Whittam
KIMBERLY WHITTAM » Angel and school don’t get on.
o She’s starting Year 8 late, having
. “* missed most of Year 7. She’s had
i}~ endless detentions already. No
one understand. She doesn’t
mean to cause trouble. It’s just
difficult to explain why she re-
acts like she does. Her main
hope is that her mum gets well
soon and they can live together again. But with
her new friend Tiana encouraging her to make
certain choices, it seems like Angel is running out
of second chances. Can the school bake-off com-
petition help Angel find her way through the cha-
0s?

KS3: Dragonborn - Struan Murray
e Alex’s twelfth birthday is off to a
bad start. Since her dad’s death
nothing has been the same and
her mum’s strict rules leave her
simmering with frustration. So,
when a tall stranger shows up
and starts talking about dragons
: who secretly live among us, Alex
bl knows this can’t be good. What
Alex doesn’t know is that her parents have been
keeping secrets too To uncover the truth about
the past and the secret power inside her, Alex
journeys to Skralla, the island of dragons. Skralla
is a strange and dazzling new world where the
parts of herself Alex hides away are suddenly cel-
ebrated; but danger lurks in the shadows. The
fearsome dragon Drak Midna is preparing for war.
Can Alex use her newfound talents to save Skralla
from his wrath? With help from her feisty new
dragon friends Alex must finally face her greatest
fear: her true self.
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KS4: Like a Brother - Nathanael Lessore
Owais lives a chill life. He’s well-

liked, funny and everything’s a
¢ breeze - until his estranged
W cousin shows up. Loud, unpre-
¥ dictable and one bad decision
away from serious trouble,
Abass crashes into Owais’
laidback world like a hurricane:
picking fights, ruining parties,
disappearing without explanation and clogging
toilets in places he absolutely shouldn’t. But as
the boys get to know each other and their bond
deepens, Owais starts to see there’s more to
Abass than the chaos - and more to himself than
just being the popular guy who coasts through
life. Because sometimes; the person who turns
your world upside down is also the person who
helps you figure out where you’re really meant to
be.

MuLl
NATHANAE

KS4: On the Edge - Nicola Garrard

What if the life you were prom-
ised was taken from you? What
would you do to get it back?
Rhys lives in a costal town in
South Devon, where seasonal
work dries up as winter storms
hit, housing is hard to come by
and livelihoods are threatened
by distant bureaucrats. Life is
much harder for Rhys and his
two younger brothers than tourists can possibly
know. It is only when surfing that Rhys find solace
in the beauty around him: the crashing waves,
towering cliffs and sandy beaches. But when that
solace is taken, his tinder-dry rage is soon ignited.
Determined to defend his family from a life blight-
ed by social neglect and poverty, Rhys is drawn to
Dodo, a radical political activist inspired by the
Welsh protest group, Meibion Glyndwr. Before
long, Rhys’ actions spiral out of control, with dire
consequences for himself and those he loves.

Be a Custodian of the Future
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26 DIFFERENT
CLUBS TO ACCESS
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ALLYEARS | sigNIN | ALLPRACTICAL | GAIN REWARD MEET NEW

SESSION REQUIRE | POINTSFOR | FRIENDS, ENJOY
ARE WELCOME | oN THE DAY PE KIT ATTENDING CLUBS | PLAYING DIFFERENT
AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS

x CAN WE BEAT »°

LAST YEARS NUMBERS!!

— TRY DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES. JOIN A SCHOOL TEAM. -

DOB XA L LRSI

FOOTBALL  NETBALL  BASKETBALL  HOCKEY  ATHLETICS  TENNIS  BADMINTON TABLE TENNIS  DRAMA MUSIC  FITNESS

' /7 LOOK OUT FOR YOUR \
ad)Z BLS EXTRA

POSTER IN YOUR TUTOR ROOM! |

First Time, Every Time
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Beaumont Leys School

Saturday
9:30am - 11:30am

Sunday
9:30am - 11:30am

In the Sports Hall

N

Hot Drinks Pastries
Cold Drinks Cakes

Bacon Cobs  Biscuits

Cash and Card
Payments Accepted

Be Your Best Self
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Food Menus Important Contact Details

If you have any worries/concerns regarding your
OUR MENUS Week 1

child that cannot be resolved through their tutor or
Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday subject teacher, please get in touch with the pasto-
ral team for assistance.
Year 7 Year Team Leader: Miss M Roberts
mroberts@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
Year 8 Year Team Leader: Miss R Brett
rbrett@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
- - o Year 9 Year Team Leader: Mr R Gamble
rgamble@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
Year 10 Year Team Leader: Mr D Kara
dkara@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
Year 11 Year Team Leader: Mrs J Telford
jtelford@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

SENDCo: Miss S Middleton

OUR MENUS ek i smiddleton@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

oty viwsisy  weaweviyy  Shuesdm Bl Deputy SENDco: Mr A Patel
n M apatel@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
E---- : Futures Advisor: Mrs J Wright
blscareers@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
Pupil Premium Champion: Miss G Neale
gneale@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

BLS Extra Co-ordinator: Mr M Nurse
mnurse@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

Fish Pasta Chicken Beef. Chicken
Cake Bolognaise Enchilada Burger e

Potato &
Cheese Quorn Vegetable Vegetable Chicken
Flan Bolognaise Enchilada Burger Tikka

Wedges Carrots Diced Potatoes Chips

Baked Beans Sweetcorn Mixed Veg Baked Beans Rice / Peas

Carrots

“
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3 Pastoral/Attendance: Mr J King

jking@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

I Office:
office@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

. Finance:

Important Upcomlng Dates blsfinance@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

ICT Support:
Date Event ictsupport@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

Young Carers

Year 11 History Trip youngcarerssupport@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

Wednesday 9th September 2026 (Thackray Medicine Museum)

Friday 18th September 2026 Year 7 Outdoor Pursuits Trip

Monday 21st September 2026 Boost Cycle 1 Begins BOOkingS

Open Evening For information or availability on sport bookings
School closes at 2pm and events, please contact:
bookings@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

Thursday 24th September 2026

Open Evening

Thursday 14th September 2026 (4:30pm - 7:00pm)

0(\\'. Le_y&
f \":} Beaumont Leys School, Anstey Lane, Leicester, LE4 OFL
$ ° Tel - 0116 234 4480
© L Email - office@beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk
Together We Achieve Success Website - www.beaumontleys.leicester.sch.uk

Together We Achieve Success
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